
Mt. Logan Middle School Community Council 
Wednesday, February 4, 2015 3:30 P.M. 

 
Attendees:  Mike Monson, Sharon Semadeni, Salvador Landerverde, Teri Painter, Julie Benson, Melanie 
Pond, Dee Jones, CariAnn Saurey, Jennifer Isom, Wendy Lisonbee, Dave Anderson, Tilak Dhiman 
 
December minutes approval:  Julie motioned, Sharon seconded, vote unanimous 
 
Feb 27 we will have suicide prevention training.  This is state required for teachers within their 
licensing cycle.  We as educators have an obligation to report to parents if there is a problem.  
Council members are invited to attend the training.  It will be at 8:00 A.M. in the Little Theatre. 
   
From the experience of Salvador, sometimes dads can handle situations better than moms.  Maybe we 
should invite moms to attend.  Perhaps all parents should be invited.  This particular training won’t be 
opened to parents at large.   
 
Mike spoke with someone on an anti-bullying program at the university.  Most people jump to the 
conclusion that those who commit suicide have been bullied, but sometimes it is family related, trauma, 
cutting, etc. 
 
We are working to be a trauma sensitive school which means we are sensitive to things that are 
happening in all students’ lives.  It would be helpful if parents would communicate with the school 
when unexpected things are happening at home that could affect the student's behavior at school.   
 
Registration - Incoming 6th grade a teacher will contact a small number of students and then on 
February 25 they will come to register.  March 2 and 3 will be registration for 7 and 8th graders.  
Those going to the high school will meet with high school counselors in the media center.  Parents 
should come to help students register for high school classes. 
 
Feedback on Parent teacher conferences - Many liked having the waiting lines in the hall so they could 
discreetly talk to the teachers.  It would be helpful to have all team teachers in the same place so they 
could give feedback as a group.  We liked the positive encouragement given by teachers.  We hope 
the message is getting out that students shouldn't be failing.  They have many opportunities to finish 
assignments.  If all waiting lines are to be in the hall, would there be a logistical problem that parents 
could take too much time?  Could teachers say we have a set amount of time if you need more time 
please make an appointment?  There is a direct correlation between student performance and parent 
involvement.  We have plenty of translators available for those who need them.  We should allow 
teachers to self-direct how they handle their classroom set-up for the conference.   
 
Third trimester we want the students to spend time with parents to show them their portfolio of 
accomplishments.  It is great for the kids to be excited about the work they are doing.  All of the 
teachers will still be in their rooms to have discussions if needed.  Otherwise the students will direct 
the conference.  During these conferences, all of the ESL students will do a display board on their 
country of origin.  They will have those displays and some food items at the conference that night in 
the cafeteria.  There will also be student art displays from the different classes.  Be sure to take time 
to see those displays. 
 
NBA All-star game is voted on by the fans.  I'm equating this to our student council elections.  We 



usually choose 8 of the 8th grade and 6 of the other 2 grades.  My thought process is to make some of 
them chosen as Fan favorite (popular vote) and some as coaches favorite (teachers).  Several 
expressed it was a great idea because some have great leadership skills but aren't very popular and 
could benefit from the opportunity.  It would be a good idea to run an election first.  If you don't have 
the gumption to get the form filled out, you aren't going to be a good leader.  Some students just need 
an arm around their shoulder encouraging them to apply.  The children are voting in top-notch 
students compared to students in years past.  It is bringing leaders in and also helping to develop 
leaders.  I think we will give it a try. 
 
School improvement plan is due in March.  Can we keep the goals the same since we don't have two 
years of testing to compare?  We agree.  How do the teachers feel about these goals?  They still feel 
that these are goals we need to continue to work on.  Some students are hampered by the lack of 
keyboarding skills.  Are the writing deficiencies due to lack of ability or hunting and pecking with 
typing? 
   
The high school does random drug checks, do they do that at Mt. Logan?  There have been 3 drug 
busts at Mt. Crest, 16 at Sky View and 67 at Logan High.  It isn't as prevalent here as it once was.  To 
stop the spread of drug problems, one way is to test for drugs another may be a program on ethics.  
How do you practice ethics?  Bring in outside speakers or a sponsor.  Kids make much better 
decisions when people are watching them. 
 
School musical had so many trying out.  This time they had to try out in the auditorium in front of all 
the people who were trying out.  Maybe they could do it with just the teacher and the person trying 
out.  The musical used to happen every other year, but when Mrs. Francis was hired full-time she 
agreed to do it every year.  There were so many trying out it was phenomenal.  This is why we need 
to do it every year.  It gives them more opportunity to participate.   
 
What three things kids say that make them like a class? 1.  Humor or fun, 2.  teacher acts like they like 
to be there, 3.  they feel safe in classroom (physically) and are free to ask questions. 
 
Wendy Lisonbee's 8th grade PE class wants the end of year dance on the tennis courts rather than in the 
cafeteria.  It is harder to keep high school boys out of the tennis courts than out of the cafeteria.  It is 
a great idea if we put an 8 foot fence around it.  There is a committee that will plan the dance.  The 
consensus was that we worry more about the weather than high school boys.   
 
Look at your calendar for February items 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:25 
 


