
MLMS Community Council Meeting
November 1, 2016  3:30pm

Attendance: Amy Cox, Elizabeth Blanchard, Jessica Sanders, Melissa Dahle, CariAnn Saurey, Katie 
Chapman, Jessica Zsirary, Holly Weston, Sharon Semadeni, Torhild Shirley, Morgan McKinnen, Lilia 
Sanchez, Melanie Ponce, Melissa McRae, Derek Hoskins, Thane Hutchinson, Barbara Child, Becky 
Kendall, Brynia Kohler, Marie K Walsh, Renee Shaffer, Daryl Guymon

Welcome: Amy Cox

Honors Math Discussion: Principal Guymon opened discussion. What is best for our honors 
students? Do we need to make changes to meet those needs?  What is the criteria to be in the 
program? That is the goal of this ongoing discussion. We will keep discussing each month we meet. 

4 professionals were invited to share their thoughts on the MLMS honors math program….

-Barbara Child, District Math Specialist- shared power point on mathematically talented students 
characteristics, computational skill and accuracy vs reasoning ability, speed & memorization, 
acceleration and grade skipping, number of students taking STEM majors has been decreasing- may 
be due to too much acceleration in math programs earlier in education, all students can succeed in 
math- no matter their ability.

-Juliann Bales: Math Teacher LHS,  letter read by Elizabeth Blanchard.  (See Attached Letter) There is 
a need for those higher level students to enter an honors program.  In high school this allows students 
to take up to 2 AP math classes their Jr and Sr year.  Students should not sacrifice understanding math 
concepts to be in an honors program.  Students that are bored and need more rigor are ideal for this 
program. Teachers need to be involved in student placement. 

-Derek Hoskins: Math Teacher, MLMS.  Opinion that honors program is needed to help minimize the 
gap in the range of students’ abilities within the classroom.  No real way to track progress with such a 
wide gap.  Separating students is the best way to meet the needs of all level students in a specific way.  

-Brynja Kohler: USU, Dept of Mathmatics & Statistics- (See Attached Handout).  High quality 
instruction is needed by all students, misperception that “honors” program has the best teachers, other 
classes have less qualified teachers.  Misperception that math specialists accelerated in math 
programs themselves. Many students in early “honors” programs may suffer burn-out later on and not 
achieve as expected or have gaps in their conceptual understanding.

Continued with Open Discussion…..

Daryl Guymon: What questions do we still have regarding honors program for December discussion?

Elizabeth Blanchard: Math is a progressive subject that needs practice beginning in elementary school 
throughout high school.  Keep honors math the way it is, but how can we begin earlier in elementary to 
“practice” math more for those interested?  

Torhild Shirley:  Sad that kids drop out of math because they are bored.  It is not challenging enough.  
This is likely to happen if honors math is taken away, when the potential & interest level is there.  

Holly Weston:  Why is SAGE testing used to determine if they can enroll in Honors math when many 
students opt out of SAGE? All need to be given the opportunity if they meet the criteria- not have it 
taken away due to classroom size restrictions.



Daryl Guymon:  6th Grade teachers created a list of potential students for honors program, included 
many test scores, not just SAGE.  7th grade math teachers also made student recommendations based 
on openings available.  Right now there are only 65 openings.

Brynja Kohler:  Vertical progression is important.  What other math challenges are available besides an 
honors math class?  Peak activities?  After school clubs? 

CariAnn Saurey:  How can we keep students engaged and motivated with math when the interest may 
not be there? 

Melissa Dahle:  Concerned about quality of teachers at the “lower level” classes?  Personal experience 
proved true that the best and highest qualified teachers taught the high level courses.  How can we 
change this so every math level class is getting competent and qualified teachers?

Daryl Guymon: Math teachers are in great SHORT supply in the state. 

Parent visitor:  Teachers are greatly appreciated. Can parents get more involved?  Teachers are not 
very accepting to have parent volunteers?  It would help parents to be able to help their students at 
home if they were allowed to be in the classroom volunteering more.

Daryl Guymon:  Next meeting we will look at formatting honors math program and what will be the 
enrollment criteria?

Approval of October CC minutes led by Elizabeth Blanchard.  Motion to approve by CariAnn Saurey, 
second Melissa Dahle.

SCC Bylaws: Elizabeth led discussion.  Parent voiced concern about rewording some of bylaws to 
include parents of 5th graders being invited to join CC for the next year.  They may not get the 
announcement since they don’t currently have a student at MLMS.  Currently phone calls are sent out 
to 5th graders inviting them to apply at MLMS office if interested in the Spring. We will rewrite and 
review bylaws for approval at December meeting.    

Follow up on approval of money by Logan School Board:  Budget was approved by School Board, 
spending is happening.  Next meeting we’ll review a spreadsheet of active spending and remaining 
balances.

6th Grade Fees:  Principal Guymon-  state of Utah law ok’s the use of fees for 6th graders in schools 
which include 7th, 8th, on up…..grades.  Proposed fee schedule chart was handed out. Basically it is 
proposed that fees are replicated for 6th graders.  About $100 for required courses.  This is an ongoing 
conversation…. would like input.  Not approved yet.  It would mean more money available to put into 
much needed programs and technology without having to access additional funding from fund raisers.  
Email Principal Guymon with further questions or concerns. 

Brynja Kohler:  I support fees because I support education, perhaps there should be an additional 
contribution column where students/parents can donate to school as opposed to having fund raisers.  
100% donation would stay in the school.

Safety:  Tabled until next month’s meeting due to lack of time

Adjournment:  4:40pm

*Next Meeting:  December 6th, 3:30pm  MLMS Media Center Conference Room



Presented by Brynja Kohler: 

Research findings  

Although some research supports grouping gifted and talented students in homogeneous groups to maximize 
their learning (Delcourt et al. 1994), research also shows that the learning of students assigned to lower-
ability groups is depressed, regardless of their ability levels (Stiff, Johnson, and Akos 2011).  

Researchers have consistently found that students living in poverty, whether urban or rural, as well  
as students who have struggled to learn mathematics, are more likely to have teachers who have weaker 
mathematics backgrounds, less professional experience, and certification outside of rather than in mathematics, 
and who are perceived to be less effective (Battey 2013; Darling-Hammond 2007; Flores 2007; Stiff, Johnson, 
and Akos 2011).  

When middle-level students thought to be “at risk” in mathematics are placed in grade-level mathematics 
courses and provided the support necessary to be successful in those courses, their achievement gains are 
greater, and they are more likely to enroll in upper-level math courses in the following years, than when they 
are placed in lower-ability math courses (Boaler and Staples 2008; Burris, Heubert, and Levin 2006).  

Further, evidence suggests that high-achieving students in heterogeneous (not tracked) classes are not 
statistically different from homogeneously tracked students in achievement and participation in Advanced 
Placement (AP) mathematics courses (Burris, Heubert, and Levin 2006; Staples 2008).  

Promoting student engagement (by, e.g., selecting challenging tasks, exerting intense effort and 
concentration in the implementation of tasks), framing mathematics within the growth mindset, 
acknowledging student contributions, and attending to culture and language play substantial roles in 
equalizing mathematics gains between poor and non-poor students (Battey 2013; Cross et al. 2012; Kisker et 
al. 2012; Robinson 2013). Furthermore, increasing access of poor and low-income students to teaching that 
effectively enacts the Mathematics Teaching Practices has the potential to open up greater opportunities for 
higher-order thinking and for raising the intellectual quality of student cognition (Boaler and Staples 2008; Burris 
et al. 2008; Lubienski 2007).  

(Principles to Action, NCTM, 2014) 

Data collected by the Utah State Office of Education showed students who were accelerated in 7th grade did not 
stay on the trajectory to take calculus their junior year of high school (only about 25% of students stayed on this 
trajectory).  (Joleigh Honey, Secondary Math Specialist, USBE) 

Utah’s High Ability Students document (on the USBE website) lays out plans for acceleration in alignment with 
the recommendations of professional organizations. 



Letter from Julie Bales: 
  
  
The math department at LHS concurs that we definitely have students that excel in mathematics 
and would get bored in a regular math class.  These are students that learn mathematics quickly 
and can independently persevere through a rigorous schedule.   We don't think that 
students should require a tutor to keep up or spend excessive amounts of time outside of school 
with homework just to be pushed ahead of their age group.   The misplacement of a student is 
frustrating for all parties. . .  mostly for the student and they may learn to hate math or get burned 
out.   
  
We have 46 sophomores taking math 3 honors this year.  This is a class for juniors so these 
sophomores have been excelled one year.  Most of them are doing well and will be able to take AP 
Calculus their Junior year and AP Stats their senior year.  This is a great opportunity for this group 
of students to be able to take two AP classes during high school.   We would be disappointed if this 
gets taken away from them.  
  
We, however, would caution MLMS in pushing students ahead when they are not really capable.    It 
is important that students do not skip concepts.  If mathematics comes easy, students can fill 
in the gaps pretty quickly but if not they just struggle to keep up, get frustrated and get 
lower grades than they should.   We feel that Daren did a really good job placing students in the 
past.  Several checks should be made before advancing a student: 

• does the student seem to understand mathematical concepts quickly? 
• is the student bored with the pace of the regular classroom? 
• does the student score above average on exams, placement test, etc. 
• does the student's teacher recommend the advancement?  (teachers know if kids are 

advanced) 
• does the student have good work ethic? 
• does the student handle independent work time well? 
• does the student enjoy rigorous math work? 

Students should not be advanced solely because their parents believe they are capable or because 
they have friends in the class or because of the title.   It is wonderful that parents think that their 
students are great.   However, a great student does not mean that they are ready to be advanced a 
year in mathematics.   When this happens and the student is not ready both parent and student 
get frustrated with the amount of homework and time they spend doing it at home.  Often students 
lose confidence.  Sometimes a parent will ask the teacher to slow the class down and/or complain 
about the amount of time it is taking their student to do their homework.   Parents even hire tutors 
to ensure that their student can keep up with the rigor when it may not be necessary with proper 
placement.   
  
My final thoughts.  
Let's not push students ahead or hurry them along in math when they are not ready just so they 
can have two AP classes or so we can say our kids are advanced.  
Let's allow and not deny the students that are bored in the regular class (because they catch on 
quickly) and/or need more rigor to have the opportunity to excel. 
  
I am a fan of vertical team planning.   A successful math program starts with continuity of 
vocabulary and filling in concept gaps.  
  
Feel free to email me with questions or call me at 435-764-1427.  
  
Thanks. 
  
Julie Bales 
LHS Math 
   


