
Mt. Logan Community Council 
October 7, 2014 3:30 P.M. 

 
Attendance:  Lilia Sanchez, Thane Hutchinson, Julie Benson, Melissa McRae, Melanie Pond, 
Darryl Guymon, Torhild Shirley, Sarah Timmins, Jessica Sanders, Wendy Lisonbee, Melanie 
Ponce, Sharon Semadeni 
 
Welcome:  Melanie Pond 
 
Motion to approve minutes - Jessica, motion - Thane seconded.  Changes - Julie Benson is a 
parent not school.  Is 80 hours of instruction assistance a reality at the elementary schools?  
Yes, it is.  Aren't we a Title One school?  Yes, we qualify, but the funding can't be given to all 
schools so Logan District has chosen to give it to all elementary schools.  Motion to approve 
changes - Melanie, seconded Wendy.  Vote is unanimous. 
 
Julie handed out SIP for members to look at.  Our copy said that is hasn’t been approved, but 
it was approved by the school board a couple of weeks ago.  Torhild - there is a sentence 
missing at the top of each page.  We'll see if we can get that to you.  It should also be 
available online after the deadline passes for submission which is sometime in October. 
 
Wendy in the financial office will give us information on our budget and expenditures.  Our 
budget from the state is $111,426.  This is more than we anticipated so we really have $2400 
available that is best held in reserve to carry-over to next year.  Spending thus far has been in 
Other certified (instructional assistant - aides).  There has also been a purchase in the budget 
of $1000 for supplies.  Melanie will follow-up with Wendy so her budget allocations match up 
to what we have approved.   
 
Our goals on the SIP are very vague.  We are working with our teams to set goals that are 
more specific and measurable.  We will have those for our next meeting after approval by the 
faculty. 
 
Mr. Guymon gave a presentation on his vision for Mt. Logan. 
LCSD Mission - Ensure all students leave our schools ready to create a positive future for 
themselves and their community. 
MLMS mission – To engage students in learning experiences that will foster confident, 
self-directed, lifelong learners.  
Our new vision is as follows: 
- All students will leave MLMS prepared with the essential knowledge, skills and dispositions to 
be successful at LHS (or any high school they choose to attend) 
- We will be an A school as measured by the Utah school grading system. 
- All students will feel safe, cared for, and respected during their MLMS experience. 
- We will attract, support and retain highly effective teachers. 
(teacher in the classroom is the most important factor in student learning) 
- Every Logan resident will have a desire to send their child to MLMS. 



This is our goal and vision.  I believe we have the people in the building to make it happen.  
We are moving forward in a positive manner and will continue to improve.  Of course we 
realize that it won’t happen this year, it will take some work, but we are moving in that 
direction. 
 
STAR Data - STAR reading assessment is a new assessment that will be replacing SRI.  It is new 
at MLMS.  It measures reading ability - reading comprehension in particular.  Not included on 
the data is a Lexile score.  Each parent at PTC will receive a Lexile score for their student.  
Lexile is another measurement from this test.  The PR distribution (percentage ranking 
compared to similar schools across the country) 29.1% of our kids compared with students 
across the country, are below 25th percentile, 25-49th - 25.8%, 50th-74th - 25.7%, 75th and 
above 19.4%.  The GE distribution shows where the grade equivalent for students.  This 
includes ELL and IEP students as well.  Some of our newest ELL students are brand new to the 
country and weren't tested.  The test was administered this fall so it shows our new class of 
students.  The SS column shows a number between 0-1200+.  It should grow as the year 
progresses.  IRL is instructional reading level – where they are reading for instructional 
purposes not necessarily for fun. 
 
Are students pulled out for additional help or challenge depending on skill level?  No, we don't 
have that here.  Reading Academy in 7-8th and some 6th.  So, yes, I guess we do.  Tauna 
Christiansen teachers our higher 6th grade kids.  Mrs. Wagner teaches some of ours that are 
lowest.  Do we change student's schedule so they can access help if it is needed.  No we 
work with the schedule the students have.  Debate and Math Counts also helps with those 
with higher levels of reading.  Thane – “If we could get someone to step up who enjoys 
teaching reading it would be great if we could get greater reading levels during the Peak time.” 
Sharon – “I don't think that parents understand the numbers and the gravity of having children 
who are low in their reading abilities.”  The answer to improving is just reading wherever you 
are and progressing. 
 
The STAR data gives more helpful information for our teachers to use.  There are lots of 
reporting data.  Can all teachers pull this data so everyone knows the reading ability of our 
class?  Science, Social Studies, and ELA teachers can access this data.  We can look at growth 
as soon as we get more data points to compare.  Utah Standards report - Shows which kids 
are doing well according to mastery of standards.  This gives teachers the ability to front-load 
or review with students who are struggling with the standards.  We are just beginning to 
scratch the surface with our data. 
 
So when we come to PTC are we going to get a single paper on our child's ability.  Face to face 
it is eye-opening or thrilling.  What happens to those who don't attend and the report just 
ends up in the backpack the following Monday?  Any ideas?  What percentage of parents 
attend?  About 50%.  How do we get this message to them?  During sixth grades student 
lead conferences I've already seen this.  Those who are struggling just don't have parent 
support.  What can we do in-house to address this problem?  Ellis and Woodruff have found 
ways to overcome this disadvantage.  Someone is reaching out in-house to meet those needs.  



Teachers go above and beyond to meet those needs.  If we could use those high end kids to 
tutor the low end kids it wouldn't cost us a dime but would benefit both groups.   
 
Peak Period Enhancements - Why set up and purpose?  Middle level philosophy - a unique 
group between elementary and high school.  Sense of belonging for students.  Peak gives 
them a place to belong.  High end kids get enrichment, low end gets intervention.  It is still 
evolving.  We are making improvements.  Are the low end kids getting their needs met?  
Yes from failing to passing.  We are moving kids from low 1 to high 1 or from level 1 to 3.  
Are the students responding to the white papers and attending where they are supposed to be?  
When teachers use the I-code then they understand that the teacher really needs to see them.  
Math, Science, and Language Arts are the classes they need to attend in order of importance if 
they get a white slip.  In a Professional Learning community there are 4 questions we ask 1 - 
what do we want students to learn?  2 - How are we going to know if they have learned it?  3 
- What do we do with the students who didn't get it?  4 - How do we help enrich and extend 
the learning for the students who did get it?  With PEAK we have a built-in 40 minutes a day to 
get this enrichment.  How are we doing with our enrichment portion?  Logistically At the 
Movies is easiest for large groups of students.  How do we do this?  Our grade-level team 
talked about how each team could come up with a couple of classes that would help the 
students on their team.  Intervention once a week for each teacher.  Kids have fewer things 
to choose from.  How many teams are in a 500 student grade?  3 in a grade level.  Sixth 
grade has 6.  We have been giving our first assessment.  My PEAKS have been focusing on 
students who are not making grade.  We have tried to take a day or two before to do an 
enriching.  There are still failing kids.  One our team you would have students who are low 
and high in the same classroom so neither group gets served well.  Remediation gives the 
opportunity for them to take another assessments or learn a skill they are missing in order to 
learn new skills.  I think we don't like the movie but we approve of activities that give them 
some activity (gym, playing ball, pottery, etc.)  Could we have kids sign up to take a 2-week 
course so teachers know who is coming everyday and to make it more meaningful for each 
student.  Thirty minutes isn't a lot of time to accomplish an activity, but if we could spread it 
over several days it would be much easier for teachers to do something different.  It seems 
that the Movies is what is driving everyone crazy.  I think we will find an answer.  If you have 
any thoughts or ideas please let us know.  What if we had community volunteers come in and 
teach a skill?  It would be 30 minutes 4-times a week.  Then the students would sign up, they 
would be encouraged to keep grades up, etc.  Another item I have concern about is computer 
games.  Follow-up with us next month to see what progress have made 
 
Any other questions or concerns?  We can also take input during the month by phone or 
e-mail.   
 
Could the school system use a text system better than an e-mail system? 
Sarah – “We felt that parents don't read e-mail.  We set up class-pager.  We had 180 parents 
with 145 e-mails.  We sent out an e-mail for the parents to sign up.  Currently we have 65 
signed up.  We give extra credit to anyone who signs up.”  Thane – “Remind.com makes me 
keep it short because it only allows you a certain number of students.” 



   
Motion to adjourn - Sarah motioned Sharon seconded  
 
Follow-up meeting November 4 
 
Action item - get input from our students as to what they would like to see in Peak enrichment. 
 
 


