
Mt. Logan Community Council 
Wednesday, November 4, 2015 3:30 P.M. 

 
Attendance:  Melissa McRae, Thane Hutchinson, Julie Benson, Dave Anderson, Melanie Pond, 
Melanie Ponce, Darrell Guymon, Torhild Shirley, Jessica Zsiray, Jessica Saunders, Sara Timmins, 
CariAnn Saurey, Doug Beach, Wendy Lisonbee 
 
Welcome:  Melanie Pond 
 
Motion to approve minutes Torhild, seconded by Thane, vote to approve minutes was 
unanimous. 
 
How did we burn through half the budget for academic coaches in two months?  $37,742 was  
carried over.  There was $8,713 in academic coach money spent for summer programs.  Also 
$392 for ELA & Math intervention/enrichment, and $2,135 for support texts.  We've spent 
approximately 35% of our budgets in the academic coach categories.  We'll be okay because we 
have a little more carryover.  We should be sitting at about 33%.  In the community council 
training last year the state people told us that many of the schools aren't spending their money.  
We will have a little carryover for next year.  Our goal is to spend the money.  We don't want to 
carry it over.  We need to get together with the business administrator and make sure that 
everyone is paid out of the correct account. See the attached Budget document for further 
information.   
 
Update on handheld devices.  Sara, did you have discussion on Chromebooks or iPads?  Yes, we 
talked about Chromebooks, not the expensive iPads.  We are experimenting with what would 
work best.  The goal is to not go so expensive and get more devices.  A good Chromebook can 
be purchased for about $300.  We are in the process of using the money allocated for handheld 
devices. 
 
See the attached document MLMS 2015-16 Student Learning Goals for the following discussion.  
In the newspaper a couple of days ago, Superintendent Schofield talked about the district goals.  
They align closely with Goal #1.  This is based on a couple of factors - what they came in with 
and how they had done over the past couple of years.  We set goals that are achievable, but 
also rigorous.  We shared BOY Star data last time.  Our goal is to increase the Star data by 10% 
by MOY.  CFA - common formulative assessments.  Each professional learning community in the 
building has sat down with the standards and has identified the most critical things that every 
student should master by the end of the course.  They are identifying a common formulative 
assessment to give to all students, and then making sure that if the student didn't get the 
concept they will be retaught until they are able to master the course content.  It looks at every 
single subject in our building.  Every subject will identify their own standards.  Can we use the 
SAGE formative assessment because teachers can go in and make their own assessments?  Yes, 
we could, but we have heard that SAGE won't be supported after December 31, 2015.  There 
will be other discussions before we decide what we will use.  Canvas, Mastery Connect, and 
others are also being looked at to identify which is the best vehicle to use.   



 
How does this work with the discovery program?  If we don't see student learning with the 
money we are putting into it we may have to look at other things.  We may cancel programs if 
they don't show they are effective.  How does this work with students with disabilities?  They 
are tested in the same way.  We have to have an understanding that our scores will be varied 
based on the mix of students.  As teachers we have to get comfortable teaching all students 
throughout the school, not just the students in our classroom.  We are going to focus on getting 
100% of students to reach our goal, but we also realize that we may not make that, but every 
effort will be made.  Are we going to spend so much time on brining the low end up that we 
ignore the needs of those students on the high end? Step 4 of out Learning Objective says that 
we need to focus on enrichment.  For the top kids I'm really grateful that we have an honors 
math program for them.  We have a more diverse class offering than any school in the state.  
They have more choice in music, language, etc.  That is a strength and it is one thing we can't 
have go away. 
 
We'll make note to get a mid-year report on the data and how we are doing toward our goals.   
In the morning we are going to have our teams discuss ways to celebrate when we do make 
progress.  We may not make the high goal, but any progress will be celebrated. 
 
Welcome to Mr. Beach.  You are the lead on school safety.   Sidewalk safety is something new 
to me as of a week ago.  Go to www.udot.utah.gov/snap/.  SNAP stands for student 
Neighborhood Access Program.  Parent resources have apps for walking bus plans so you can 
find a group of students that could walk or ride with your student.  Yearly the CC has to look at 
the safe walking plan.  There are always a couple of hot spots that parents are concerned 
about.  There is a problem when people are coming out of the circular drive that they may not 
be aware of.  They are coming from a different angle and sometimes can't see the stop sign that 
the crossing guard has.  The next step in the safe plan is walking routes.  We need to identify 
places with open canals, no sidewalks, etc.  Jed Al-lmari has been very good to work with.  The 
city works with a 5-year plan so it doesn't happen in a speedy manner.  There is neighborhood 
beautification funding that could be used to put in sidewalks.  Good input from citizens stopped 
the roundabout on 10th north and 200 East from being built.  Some areas aren't eligible for 
federal funding unless you have a SNAP plan in place.   
 
We have also updated our drill plans to make them more consistent across the board.  We are 
toying with the idea of changing terms - shelter in place rather than lockdown stop teaching.  
Sometimes we lockdown because of a medical emergency and we don't want students out in 
the hallway.  All the parents who have signed up for notification will receive a notification when 
something important happens.  Are we having the required drills?  Yes, because the 6th grade is 
here we must drill monthly on fire drills.  Within the first two weeks we have a shelter-in-place 
drill and a lockdown drill.  We ask parents not to come down here, but we understand that 
parents' first instinct is to come.  Should we notify parents what is expected of them in this type 
of situation?  We are going to have a link on the webpage.  We have to be careful not to release 
too much information of where students are.  Maybe during a drill we could send out a notice 
telling parents that the drills have been updated and they could click on the link to see it.   



PEAK discussion - We challenged you to come giving input on what students and parents are 
thinking regarding PEAK.    Any input from anyone?  CariAnn - When I look at my son's grades 
and he has a problem, I tell him to talk to his teacher.  He says, "I can't talk to my teacher until 
Wednesday."  They aren't assigned to that teacher that day.  If a student needs help on a 
specific day, can they get immediate assistance?  Should the movie stay?  Mr. Beach put in the 
movie for crowd control.  Can we find a way to do enrichment opportunities that will fill that 
movie slot?  If we keep the movie, let's at least make it educational - National Geographic.  It is 
a waste of time.  I got input from a teacher perspective.  If we looked at the whole thing and 
saw we are weak in this area there could be an enrichment.  We don't want to overburden 
teachers with another class prep when many are strapped with interventions.  It needs to be 
done on a teacher by teacher basis.  Have you talked to the scout office about doing merit 
badges?  No, I forgot.  Other thoughts from parents?  No, I'm new to this thing.  Where is the 
line for intervention?  An F you are required to go, anything above you can go if you want to 
improve your grade.  An I trumps anything.  You focus on core classes first.  Some of the 
students don't understand why they don't have a grade for missing assignments so some of 
peak time is eaten up by looking at the computer.  There is no legend as to what the letters on 
the grade sheets mean.  Could it be added?  How can we provide more enrichment?  How can 
we provide intervention and enrichment today?  Can we do some reward system where higher 
end kids could come in and help with the lower-end kids?  I would love the help one teacher 
commented. 
 
Because of time I would love to sit down and look at this.  We could have a proposal plan by 
December.  Tentative plan for December meeting. 
 
Here is what I like about PEAK - It isn't optional.  Having a more academic option would be 
interesting to see what the kids do.  Will they still want to attend the movie?  Parents are 
always welcome to come in and see how PEAK operates. 
 
Everyone is welcome to the veterans Day assembly on Friday - Andreas Wesemann, a flight 
professor at USU.  It is at 9:20-10:10 and 10:15-11:05.   
 
Look at the November calendar for important dates 
 
Adjourn at 4:50. 
 


